Introduction
Although Chinese women have been viewed throughout history as exploited and oppressed with little ability to control their fates, for the Chinese women themselves, this was not always true. Studies have revealed, especially during the late imperial period that women were powerful, independent, and content with their status within society.
1 In different parts of China, they are described as domestic financial managers as well as supporters of the family budget.
2 Myron Cohen, for example, has distinguished the differences between the family head and manager. The former is usually a male member of the most senior generation while the latter, an able female. 3 Chinese fiction and nonfiction, such as Hong Lao Meng (Dream of the Red Chamber) or the autobiography of Zeng Zifan, conformed to this observation. 4 Genealogical records in the Pearl River Delta (usually compiled by male members of the lineage), for example the He of Xi Chao, noted that the daughter, who was married out yet still took care of the family budget while the father and brothers conducted business in Macau. 5 In the lower strata of the Chinese society, it was not uncommon to find women wage earners and supporters of the family. The Hakka women with their unbound feet, were observed by many Western travelers and missionaries, for their major role as manual workers in the field, construction sites, and in the mountains collecting wood. 6 In the cities and towns, since the late nineteenth century, women, especially those from Hunan, were recruited as factory workers in Shanghai and many in the Pearl River Delta as well as the Yangzi Delta, were involved in the silk industry. 7 However, until 1949, the Chinese society was, and still is largely men' s domain. In the state level, women were forbidden to participate in imperial examinations, hence, were deprived of their chance to enter the bureaucratic hierarchy. 8 In the local society, women were denied of holding a lineage position as well as position in business institutions such as the Chamber of Commerce. In the business arena, merchants' status and influence were institutionalized in 1904 when the State founded a Bureau of Commerce to balance the existing six bureaus of Personnel, Household, Diplomatic, Military, Legal, and Public Work. Commercial Law was drawn to encourage the establishment of various Chambers of Commerce to promote business in various cities. Chinese women, however, found no position in these new institutional arrangements. The business world, like lineage, remained largely, until very recently, a man' s world.
It took a long time for women to step out from the family and enter the public area of business. For instance, in 1988, about 130 years after its establishment and thirteen years after its registration in the Hong Kong Government' s Company registrar as a limited liability company, the Kin Tye Lung company, the oldest existing Chinese Nanbei hang ("import-export company") in Hong Kong, amended its company articles to allow shares of the company to be transferred by a member not only to male subjects (such as son, grandson, father, brother of such person), but also to any female subject including daughter, granddaughter, mother, or sister. 9 In 1992, the first time in the company' s 140 years' history, female members were registered officially as shareholding members of the company. 10 Female members of Kin Tye Lung began to play more dominant roles in the running of the company.
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This chapter will use Chaozhou as an example to argue firstly, that economic determination cannot explain why women in mainland China, though given chance and capital, could not enter the public sphere of the business world, and secondly, that in order to enter the business world, it was dependent on the degree of institutional protection a woman, just as men, received, rather than gender per se. Given the special social conditions in the rural as well as city areas of Chaozhou since the mid-nineteenth century, this paper intends to analyze the opportunities that might have allowed women to step out from the family and discuss how such opportunities were subordinate to the male social ethics. It was not until non-Chinese institutional support was received, were the women able to step out.
Emigrant Community and Women in the Village: The Chaoshan District
Chen Ta defined emigrant community as a community where "the majority of the inhabitants depend for their living in part on remittances that come from members of the family who are abroad."
12 Chaoshan district has a long history of emigration; many male members emigrated to Southeast Asia. In 1949, of the 5.6 million immigrant Chinese in Southeast Asia (who originated from Guangdong province) about 40% came from Chaoshan district (see Table 5 .1). In the 1930s, remittance received from Chaozhou emigrants made up 20% or more of the total national revenue (see Table 5 .2). These figures indicate that in the rural Chaoshan communities where there were more women than men there was an abundance of money. Xiao Guanying, head of the municipal department of the Shantou city in the 1920s, noted in his 1925 book that "(because many men left home) all major or minor household matters, including cultivation, household chores, other manual work and social activities, all relied on women. "
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Chen Ta, based on his survey in the early 1930s asserted that in such families, ". . . usually it is the wife of the (family) head who looks after the affairs at home while he is away (not an aged father or mother); only occasionally, when the wife is not sufficiently experienced, may another older woman act as head of the household and take charge of all the matters that affect the immediate family circle. This may at times include important decisions having to do with business, education, marriage, religious observances, and other matters that require considerable judgment."
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During the absence of male members, women stepped into the role vacated by their male members as decision makers, even in important transactions like the sale and purchase of lands.
Land and Land Deeds
Land is the foundation of a patrilineal society. Sale of land to any nonlineage buyer has the potential to harm the foundation of a lineage community. It is therefore interesting to investigate a woman' s role in land transactions in a community where large numbers of the male population were absent. The following is an analysis of 230 land deeds owned by the Chens of Kin Tye Lung, a merchant family who came from Qianmei village of Raoping county, Chaozhou prefecture. All the transactions date from midnineteenth century to mid-twentieth century with around 78% executed after the fall of the imperial government in 1911. Besides names of the buyers and sellers, the 230 land deeds also recorded (i) the guarantors or mediators, (ii) the contract writers, and (iii) the witnesses. In general, a married-in wife can be recognized from term of address such as mao mao shi (madam XX) or mao men mao shi (madam X of family Y). Female figures can also be identified if she is addressed by female kinship terms, such as zumu (grandmother), mu (mother), ci (mother), da po (senior wife), ma (grandmother or mother), qi (wife), xi (daughter-in-law), or nu (daughter). Throughout the 230 land deeds, eightyfour (or 37%) recorded a total of 106 female members. Of the total 477 guarantors, only one was female. Similarly, of the 114 land deed writers, only one was female, the seller' s daughter. Out of 106 females recorded in the land deeds, 104 were recorded as witnesses or sellers.
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Witness
Thirty-five land deeds recorded a total of forty "witnesses." Most of these witnesses were female (twenty-nine female in twenty-seven deeds, or 73% female in 77% land deeds). As shown in Table 5 .3, most of them were members more senior than the sellers (for example: grandmother, mother, or senior wife). This was likely due to the absence of senior male members in the family. In the absence of senior male members, women, be they the grandmother, mother, or wife, played an important role in land transactions. A mother held the right of intervention in dealing with her children's "inherited" property. 16 Land deed 10-2-2 shows that the extension of intervention is closely related to the nature of landownership: a certain Wu Zhenliang had two wives, a Liu and a Chen. Zhenliang went to Thailand and died there without leaving any fortune. Wife Chen, in order to repay the debts owed by Zhenliang, decided to sell the field her husband inherited from his father. Probably because Zhenliang' s parents were both deceased, when Zhenliang' s minor wife decided to sell the land, she had to consult the senior wife as well as her sister-in-law, both of whom had the right to intervene a transaction.
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Sellers
Seventy-two females appeared as sellers in sixty land deeds (26% of the total transactions). From Table 5 .4, we see that one third (twenty) of these land deeds were signed under the name of mao mao shi ("madam X") or "wife of a certain male." About half (twenty-nine) of these land deeds were signed together with the son, husband, or grandson. Of the remaining eleven deeds, female sellers appeared as members of an extended family or lineage branch.
The land deeds recorded the nature of land ownership. These included "chengzu" ("inherited from ancestor"), chengzu yingfeng huo zhifeng ji feng ("own shared inherited from ancestor"), cheng fu ("inherited from father"), or cheng fu ("inherited from husband"). One hundred and twenty-two of the 230 land deeds mentioned that the lands were inherited from ancestors. Of the land deeds that involved a female as the seller, 60% (thirty-five) clearly stated that the land was either acquired through the effort of the ego and/or her husband (nineteen) or obtained from family division (sixteen). When a piece of land was sold using solely the name of a female (wife or mao mao shi), 75% of which stated clearly that the land was owned by the ego or her husband. On the contrary, when a female appeared as one of the members of the extended family or a lineage branch, less than half (46%) indicated vaguely that the land was inherited (chengzu). When the nature of land ownership is clear, any unnecessary disputes with relatives outside the family can be avoided. In the rural community, landownership tied neatly with the right of settlement, which is the foundation of a male-oriented lineage. Therefore, control of landownership is a crucial factor for the maintenance of a patrilineal society.
The Chaozhou district, especially Raoping and Chenghai counties, witnessed a high rate of male emigration. According to a 1987 statistic, more than 70% of the population and 50% of registered households of Longdu district, Chenghai County, had members living overseas.
18 Ancestors of most of these households ventured to Southeast Asia after the second half of the nineteenth century. Chen Ta claimed that it was not only the beginning of the "dual head family" system, but also sparked the inevitable rise of female power. 19 In fact, in the three cases illustrated by Chen Ta, wives of absentee male members were described as family heads, regardless of the social status of the family or whether there were senior male members in the family. Statistics of land transactions further confirmed the pivotal role of women in emigrant communities. However, as shown in the land deeds, women' s dominant role in the emigrant community was restricted to the sphere of the "family" (nuclear or extended). Her involvement in land transactions was very much decided by the nature of land ownership. When transaction was related to the lineage, the woman' s role inevitably became secondary. 20 Only one out of 477 guarantors recorded in the land deeds was a woman. This indicated that when warranty was needed, women did not have the credential to guaranty a transaction that traditionally belonged to men.
Women as Wage Earners
In the rural Chaoshan region, since the mid-nineteenth century, many men were forced to leave home in search of employment in Southeast Asia. Some families, however, remained in poverty and had to rely on their female members to sustain the family. According to Chen Ta, girls and married women worked at home to make clothes, engaged in cross-stitching, and helped to make pottery and joss paper. 21 Products of these light industries were exported overseas via Shantou, the treaty port which opened in 1860. For example, cross-stitching, which was introduced by members of the American Baptist Mission at Shantou by the end of the Qing dynasty, had an annual return of more than one million yuan in the early 1920s. It was one of the four major profitable businesses in the Chaoshan district. Products were made and embroidered by more than 30,000 women in Chaozhou, Jieyang, Chaoyang, and Chenghai counties before export to overseas through the Shantou port.
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Joss paper making was another major handicraft through which many girls and married women in rural Chaoshan region earned subsidiary incomes. For example, in the Nanyang district of Chenghai county, 80% of the total 100,000 population engaged in the making of joss paper. Joss paper was exported to Shaodong, Hebei, Dongsan sheng, Henan, Shanxi, and Shaanxi, and through the southern route to Siam, Singapore, and Vietnam.
In other words, besides working in the field, many women in the rural areas earned subsidiary incomes from light industries. The opening of Shantou as a treaty port in 1860, the profit from exporting textile products, the need for joss paper and other local products from fellow emigrant villagers provided job opportunities for women in the rural Chaoshan district. Yet, unlike their counterparts in the silk industry area in the Pearl River Delta, these women failed to establish themselves in the public domain. Chen Ta pointed out that his 1920s observation was similar to the statement quoted in the 1893 Gazetteer of Chaozhou that "Girls and women are chiefly engaged in embroidery, spinning and weaving. They are seldom seen on the streets or employed in outdoor labor on the farms. When they live near the mountains, women become foresters; when near the sea, they catch marine products to help earn a living"
24 Dyer Ball, a contemporary Western writer, also observed the difference between the Pearl River Delta and the Chaoshan region: ". . . to one accustomed in Canton and neighbourhood to the constant presence of women in the fields and streets and on the river and sea, busy with various kinds of manual labor, it is strange to note their entire absence, with but trifling exceptions, in the country around Swatow." 25 Male overseas migration and the opening of Shantou as treaty port created an environment that helped promote women' s social status and image in the public. However, these new social environments also encouraged local suspicion. The story of "Boar blocking the path" (zhugong lanlu) in Zhanglin, a major port for emigration before the establishment of Shantou, highlighted the male dominated rural community' s anxiety against the rise of women. The story was about a widow whose son had to seek a living in Southeast Asia. The woman, after staying at home in poverty for some years, decided it was time to marry again. Three times, when she was on her way to meet the matchmaker, a big black boar blocked her path. Failing to pass the boar three times, the widow felt that it was fate that she should maintain her chastity. When the son returned home from Southeast Asia with his fortune, he realized that without the mysterious boar, he would have had to bear a life-long shame of having an unfaithful mother. In order to thank the boar, he donated money to make a statue of a boar in the local Tianhou temple. Instead of guarding the temple' s entrance, the statue of the boar was erected symbolically facing, diagonally towards the holy goddess. Local people believe, in a community of absentee men, the Lord Boar (Hai ye) was responsible to guard the chastity of local women. 26 The eye-catching presentation of the boar facing the goddess is a social reminder for women to remain faithful. Women's public fate, hence, was based on the interpretation of men, disregarding her influence as family head and wage earner. Their public image was subjected to cultural sanction.
Women of Merchant Families: The Chens of the Kin Tye Lung-Wanglee Company
The Chaoshan region also produced many wealthy families that made their fortune from overseas. According to Suehiro Akira, the largest rice millers and six of the eight wealthiest Chinese merchant families in Bangkok, Siam, in the beginning of the twentieth century, came from this region. 27 Wanglee, an associate company of Kin Tye Lung in Hong Kong, and Koh Man Wah, associate company of Yuanfa hang in Hong Kong, were two of them. Founders of these two companies came from Qianmei village of Longdu district, Raoping county (under the jurisdiction of Chenghai since 1945), and the capital of Chenghai county respectively. Both of them founded their import-export business in Hong Kong in the early 1850s and expanded to Bangkok, Singapore, Cholon, and Shantou in the 1880s. Utilizing their network of associate companies, they extended their business from 1880s to 1930s, to rice milling, shipping, remittance, warehouse and real estate, insurance, and also invested in various stock companies such as HSBC.
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A result of drastic multidirectional business expansion is growth of the family internationally. Many offspring were born outside China, by wives whom they married while overseas. At the same time, in their hometown they purchased land, built enormous houses, reconstructed ancestral halls, and even built a "new village" for family members of their employees who belonged to the same lineage. In the case of the Chens of Kin Tye LungWanglee family, their hometown provided them with their first wife and was final place of retirement for the first and second generation. 29 Since the beginning of the Republican period, sons born by overseas wives did not reside in the village. The houses served as domestic residences for their Chinese wives and concubines sent home from overseas, 30 and a temporary resting place for their coffins.
31 Until 1930s, male members born overseas were sent home to be educated until they were ready to help in the family business. In general, the enormous houses, one of which has ninety-nine rooms, were occupied mostly by women (wives, concubines, and daughters), young sons, adopted sons, and servants. The houses and land (853 acres of which were bought from 1900 to 1949) were managed by the Chinese wives, their adopted sons, and housekeepers who were remote relatives.
32 Women of the family were highly educated and included a poet and a herbalist. Though the herbalist provided free medical advice, it was said that she rarely ventured out of the confines of her own home. It was said that in the 1920s and 1930s, during the procession of deities in the beginning of the year, villagers had to carry the deities into the houses for the Kin Tye Lung-Wanglee women to worship. Music and opera troupes were invited to perform inside the house compounds. In brief, the wealth provided by their husbands and sons overseas inevitably created a wall which separated the women from their fellow villagers. These women were kept at "home," guarded and respected. The "dual-head" family structure described by Chen Ta underwent transformation in the 1920s; before the 1920s, the home in China was the "major home" whereas after the 1920s, second-generation business-oriented male members began to regard their overseas home as the "major home." Where they used to go back to China upon retirement, or were buried in China in death, this was no longer the case. The male dominated hometown in China served to produce loyal employees and safeguard the chastity and loyalty of their young concubines after their deaths.
In brief, from the mid-nineteenth century to the 1930s emigration of their menfolk and increased business opportunities provided a social environment that allowed women to step out from their traditional domestic domains. In the rural Chaoshan region, on the lower social strata, women were major wage earners, if not also the sole breadwinner who worked hard to support their families and their absentee husbands. On the upper end women were able to enjoy extravagant lifestyles with the remittance received. In the absence of male members, women, be they poor or wealthy, controlled not only family finances but also took over as head of family in key decision-making. However, even though the particular social context provided females an opportunity to step beyond the family, they were culturally sanctioned by the male dominated lineage community, which emphasized female chastity and loyalty.
Women in the City
Shantou was an alluvial sandbank located at the southern exit of the Han River in the eastern part of the Guangdong Province. Until the late seventeenth century, it was recorded as a desolate place visited only occasionally by pirates and nearby fishermen. 33 In 1715, "Sha Shantou" was established as one of the coastal batteries guarding the region. While officially recognized maritime trade was conducted at the western exits of the Han River, illegal business trade increased gradually at the southern entrance of the Han river. In other words, since the early eighteenth century, more boats began to anchor at Shantou. Seeing opportunities, ". . . local people started to build mat-shed shops and tile-roofed houses to facilitate trade. A market was subsequently created." 34 Business transactions conducted at Shantou were not taxed and therefore, were regarded as illegal. In the beginning of the nineteenth century, a market was established. Tax was levied on shops.
In addition, a sub-station of the Chaozhou Station, Guangdong Maritime Customs was established at Shantou to collect a transaction tax. 35 The government then recognized Shantou as a maritime port attached to the capital of Chaozhou prefecture. In 1858, under the Tientsin Treaty, the capital of Chaozhou prefecture was opened as a treaty port. However, when the British started to establish their consulate at Chaozhou City, they received strong resistance from the local people. Therefore, the port open to foreign countries was changed from Chaozhou City to Shantou. In 1860, the Chaozhou Maritime Customs was established at the Mayu Island near Shantou. This was then moved to the city area of Shantou in 1863. Shantou, a treaty port under the jurisdiction of the Tuopu si of Chenghai County, was limited to a very small area. Attempts to extend the city area by foreign traders in 1865 were unsuccessful. 36 In 1867, along with the escalating volume of trade, a sub-office of the Hui-Chao-Jia prefecture was set up at Shantou to handle foreign affairs. 37 Expansion of the territorial boundary of Shantou City probably started from this period. In 1921, Shantou became a Shi (city), and became independent of Chenghai County. After the city became independent, the land area of the city increased rapidly, ". . . from a few Chinese miles to 365 Chinese miles, and the maritime area increased to 327 Chinese miles.
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As a city surrounded by three conventional administrative districts, Chao'an, Chaoyang, and Jieyang, but being newly developed it was independent of influence from the three districts. Hence, Shantou was the best neutral place to develop a government to administer the region. It was also a city without a traditional indigenous power; therefore, various immigrant groups could compete with each other. Factions were founded among sub-dialect (different Chaozhou tones) and dialect (Chaozhou and Hakka) groups.
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Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the port replaced Chaozhou city as the region' s political and administrative headquarters. Together with political importance, its administrative territory expanded dramatically in the 1920s and 1930s. However, until the 1920s, Western businessmen described Shantou as a port not favorable for modern commercial transactions; the city did not have modern financial or industrial institutions. 40 Its economy relied heavily on overseas and hinterland connections that facilitated the growth of small-scale business activities. Large-scale businesses had to rely on financial organizations in Hong Kong, Guangzhou, or Shanghai. Businessmen in extensive business activities usually had their headquarters in Hong Kong. In brief, while Shantou became important politically, it did not develop into a modern financial center.
Shantou was a commercial city. Its prosperity relied heavily on shipping, remittance, and monetary exchange, and import-export. 41 Embroidery works like Chaozhou Chousha (a kind of drawn work on silk products) was the only significant industry in the region. These businesses linked Shantou' s fate with its hinterland and with Hong Kong and Southeast Asia. It was also these businesses that provided opportunities for women to step out from their families.
As an immigrant city, Shantou' s female population was comparatively low. Compared with men, female education became popular only after 1928. Shantou had a gynecology training school exclusively for females, which trained many professional female gynecological doctors and nurses in the society. 42 However, in general, females received lower regular education (see Tables 5.5 and 5.6), which as a consequence, affected the type of work they engaged in.
Shipping, Import and Export, and Female Petty "Entrepreneurs"
Shipping can be understood in two categories, that is, the transportation of human beings and the transportation of goods. The number of ferries and junks that entered or left the Shantou port increased from 161 in the 1860s (or 59,236 tons) to 2,496 in the 1920s (or more than two million tons), and 4,010 in the 1930s (or 5,735,828 tons). Table 5 .7 shows the sharp increase in volume of both goods and people carried.
With the arrival of the steamship, large numbers of Chaozhou natives could travel overseas and back. In the 1850s, Shantou replaced Xiamen as the major port for the transfer of coolies. Coolie trade agents ran hostels and coolie kennels. Coolies from Shantou' s hinterland were recruited by brokers and transported to Shantou via steamships. There, they were kept in hostels until the day of departure. From 1852 to 1853, more than 3,450 coolies were sent abroad. In 1855, this number increased to 6,300. After Shantou became a treaty port, more Chinese from inland districts went overseas via this port. The Chaozhou merchants provided an efficient infrastructure assisting these new immigrants: from transporting them to assisting them in settling down in the host country. According to a 1935 statistic, about two million Chaozhou Chinese lived in Southeast Asia at that time (Table 5 .1). This figure is 40% of the five million population of the Chaoshan region. The large number of Chaozhou natives living overseas naturally gave rise to an increase in demand for Chaozhou goods, as well as the need for remittance services.
Until the 1920s, emigration of females and children was not encouraged. To prevent involuntary or forced migration, the Shantou municipal government required all women and children who intended to travel to Southeast Asia to be interviewed before tickets could be issued. 44 According to Lee, female labor migration to Malaya was insignificant before 1920. However, "[t]he 1930s witnessed a large influx of Chinese women (in Malaya), but this was offset by high U-turn migration, presumably of Chinese men" 45 (see Tables 5.8 and 5.9). Before Shantou was established as a treaty port, smuggling was the way of life for the people who lived in the region. Opium, which occupied about 75% of the revenue drawn from import until 1910, was replaced by the importation of cotton yarn, sugar, and canned food. In 1926, rice, sugar, cotton, and charcoal were main imports. Major exports included paper and peanut oil. Major imports from other parts of China included bean cake, cotton yarn, beans, and peanuts, while exports to other parts of China included paper, sugar, and clothes. As we can see from Table 5 .10, the Shantou-Hong Kong-Southeast Asia trade occupied about 70% of the total trade return.
Besides producing export items like embroidery works and joss papers, the trading environment provided women in this region with at least two types of occupations. According to a Shantou correspondent, when the 1928 world economic crisis finally destabilized the light industries in Shantou, many women were forced to become porters. As observed by a contemporary reporter, ". . . whenever one goes to the Shantou maritime customs, one will always see thirty to fifty female porters waiting for their services . . . one can also find these female porters at the Swire pier carrying bean cakes into the warehouses . . . [each time] they could earn three to five cents or up to one yuan . . . there are increasingly more and more healthy women coming for this kind of job . . . every 3 or 5 days, they will go back to their village." 47 Exporting of local goods to Southeast Asia also attracted many women who transported dried seafood from other coastal areas to Shantou.
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Some women even engaged in cross-border trading. According to the same reporter, at least 1,000 women smugglers (shuike) traded between Hong Kong and Shantou:
. . . they travel to Hong Kong four times a month, using a capital of 30 to 50 yuan to buy goods like matches, sugar, dried mushroom, abalone, sharks fins, or jinseng. They will travel back to Shantou on Sunday because on this day more than 4 ships will arrive at the same port. They usually use their female charm or persuasive power to obtain sympathy from the customs officer. If caught, . . . they are usually more successful than male smugglers . . .
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In brief, the Shantou maritime trading environment facilitated the emergence of a group of female petty entrepreneurs who traded between Shantou and its hinterlands. These female itinerants, as noted by the 1935 reporter, either went home once every few days or three or four times a month. In the absence of male members, when jobs could not be found at home because of economic recession, the city provided new job opportunities for women of lower social status.
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Women, Maternal Kin, and Business: The Case of Yuanfa Hang
As mentioned above, since the beginning of the twentieth century, remittance was a major source of income for many households in the Chaoshan region. For families who are better off, like the Chens of Kin Tye Lung and the Gaos of Yuanfa hang remittance received by women was used not only to buy land and build magnificent houses, but also used to invest in business in the city. Some women held private accounts in companies owned by their husbands or paternal kin; 51 others invested in small firms through their brothers or fathers.
Shantou did not have any large-scale companies before the Second World War. There was only one modern bank, the Bank of Taiwan, which handled foreign exchange. The Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank had only a small agent there. 53 Transactions in the Shantou City were usually small and are handled by local native banks (quan zhuan). According to Rao Zongyi, there were 3,441 firms with a total capital of 57,684,000 silver yuan or an average capital of 10,769 in Shantou in 1933. During this period, the largest firms in Shantou were exchange (hui dui), remittance (qiao pi), and import-export trading firms (nanbei gang hang). The average capital of these firms did not exceed 150,000 yuan (see Table 5 .11).
54 Therefore, firms in Shantou were comparatively small. Their source of capital is a point of interest and the case of Yuanfa hang may offer some leads to their role in business in Shantou. Yuanfa hang began in the early 1850s as a trading company in Hong Kong founded by Gao Chuxiang (or Koh Mah Wah as he is known in Bangkok) of Chenghai county. From the 1850s until 1930s, the company expanded its businesses activities and established ". . . marketing networks and financial channels in the intra-Asian trade, mainly through the three major entrepots of Swatou [Shantou] , Hong Kong and Singapore."
55 Yuanfa hang, one of the most prominent Chinese import and export trading companies in Hong Kong, imported rice and other products like spice and sugar from Southeast Asia and re-exported them to Chinese coastal cities like Shantou and Guangzhou (Canton). In return, it exported Chinese, especially Chaozhou, local products to Southeast Asia. Besides trading, the company' s second major business activity was as shipping agent for the Scottish Oriental Steamship Company and the Dutch Norddeutscher Lloyd Steamship Company, and, after 1919, the Butterfield and Swire Steamship Company. Its cargo and passenger ships traveled frequently between Hong Kong and Bangkok. After the 1870s, similar to the Chens of Kin Tye Lung, the Gaos of Yuanfa hang further expanded their business activities: firstly, they established associate companies in Japan, Thailand, Singapore, and Malaysia. Secondly, they expanded from trading and shipping to rice milling, real estate, and finance.
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Gao Chuxiang had nine sons, the eldest adopted while the rest by his four wives. In 1883, when Chuxiang died, Yuanfa hang became a "common or public company" of the nine sons and their descendants. The precise distribution of power among the nine brothers is not clear although we know that the eldest adopted son remained in Chenghai to take charge of land properties. Shunqin, the second son by Chuxiang' s Thai wife was the head of the enterprise and, Huishi, the seventh son, took care of the business in Thailand. 57 The sons, each holding a private account in the company, also conducted their own businesses. Shunqin used Shunji as the account name in the company; under that name Shunqin engaged in various businesses like real estate, insurance, trading, and finance. Shares and directors of many of these companies overlapped. 58 According to an account given by one of Shunqin' s sons, the "common company" [gongjia] also held shares in these private companies [siren] . 59 Moreover, two directors of the "common company," a maternal uncle Chen Chunquan and later, his son Chen Dianchen, were also shareholders and directors of some of these companies.
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Shunqin died in 1909. Before his death, he appointed his eldest son Shengzhi to head the "common company," though business in Thailand was said to be managed by Shunqin' s Thai wife and her sons. Shengzhi was known as a revolutionist and a patriotic entrepreneur. He founded an electric company, a water company, and a textile factory in Shantou. Most of the managers of these companies were brothers and nephews of Shunqin's Chinese wife (see Figure 5 .1). Shengzhi died in 1913 and the business was passed on to his eldest son Bo'ang. Their maternal uncle Chen Chunchuan continued to be managing director of Yuan Fat hang until 1922 when his son succeeded him. After 1914, the Gaos ventured further into the financial field, including investment in four Chinese native banks.
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According to Gao Zhenbai, descendants of Chuxiang actively developed their own respective businesses from the beginning of the twentieth century. They took the profits from the "common company." However, whenever a crisis arose, only the descendants of Chuxiang' s first, second, and fourth sons were willing to assist. Between 1926 and 1927, Yuanfa hang was heavily in debt and many shareholding branches hastily abandoned their shares instead of contributing liquidity to strengthen the parent company. In 1928, the company was forced to restructure with the help of Chen Dianchen, Bo'ang' s father-in-law. The company was, from 1928 to 1932, jointly owned by the Gao family, headed by Gao Bo'ang, and Chen Dianchen. It was during this period that Yuanfa hang' s associate companies in Bangkok were declared bankrupt and this was followed by the winding up of businesses owned by other branches. In 1932, the relationship between Chen Dianchen and Gao Bo'ang deteriorated. Chen was forced to give up his shares in the company. A year later, following the fall of the four closely related Chinese native banks in Shantou, Yuanfa hang and other "private" companies affiliated with it also collapsed. The development of Yuanfa hang and its associate companies reveals a process of expansion of their business activities as well as the conflict between "common" and "private" companies. Like Kin Tye Lung, the control of Yuanfa hang gradually concentrated into one pedigree, from Shunqin, to Shengzhi and Bo'ang. But unlike Kin Tye Lung, Yuanfa hang relied heavily on its maternal relatives in management and financing. According to Gao Zhenbai' s description, the Gaos' maternal kin were employed not only as managers in business sections, but also as managing directors and treasurers. Most of these maternal relatives were related to the dominant pedigree of the Gao family (see Figure 5 .1). They were relatives of Chuxiang' s wife, Shunqin' s wife, Shengzhi' s wife, and Bo'ang' s wife. It is worth noting the relationship between the Gaos of Yuanfa hang and Chen Chunchuan and Chen Dianchen. Chen Chunchuan came from Chenghai county and was Shunqin' s maternal cousin. Chunchuan started working for Yuanfa hang in the 1860s. He soon became manager of Yuanfa hang in the early 1880s. Chunchuan retired in 1922 when his son Dianchen succeeded him as managing director of the company. Both Chunchuan and Dianchen were highly respected by the Chinese community in Hong Kong, especially those in Nanbei hang and the Chaozhou circles. In 1921, Chen Chunchuan was invited to inaugurate the Chaozhou Chamber of Commerce.
62 His son, Dianchen was a Juren imperial degree holder and a JP (Justice of Peace); he was Director of the Donghua Hospital and chairperson of the Chaozhou Chamber of Commerce. 63 Chunchuan was not only manager of Yuanfa hang. He also ran his own import-export business. Together with Shunqin, he opened a Yude Sheng in Hong Kong and a Chengfa hang in Canton. As general managers of the company, Chunchuan and Dianchen not only managed the operational side of business, but also of the company finances.
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They could access the company' s safe in which important title deeds and paintings were kept. 65 Moreover, as a maternal uncle, Chunchuan played a crucial role in the family affairs such as the division of family (fenjia) after the death of Chuxiang. Thus, Gao Zhenbai asserted that the one who actually controlled the company and the real decision maker was Chen Chunchuan, the maternal uncle. 66 It was perhaps because of this that, when Bo'ang wanted to resume control over the company in 1933, he had to replace Chen Dianchen with his own natal brother, Chenglie.
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There were several factors that contributed to the Gaos' reliance on maternal kin. It was partly because their businesses had expanded so rapidly to such an extent that the Gaos did not have enough close agnates to fill up key positions, particularly those that control the finances of the company. On the other hand, it was also because of the lack of support from their own localized lineage, which resulted in the employment of maternal kin as managing directors and treasurers. This lack of lineage support is also reflected in the expulsion of Rixi, Chuxiang' s father, from his village. It is clear that without a strong lineage foundation, the Gaos of Yuanfa hang had to rely on kin related by marriage to support their expansion. The cost of relying on maternal kin was high: from 1928 to 1933, conflicts among brothers, cousins and affines led to the breakup of the corporate group. Since the beginning of the twentieth century, "privatization process of the "common company" accelerated Bo'ang' s uncles' distrust and anxiety. When the "common company" faced difficulties in the 1920s and 1930s, the kin, be they maternal or paternal, were reluctant to inject financial resources. Therefore, following the financial crisis in 1933, eighteen firms related to the Yuanfa hang were closed. They included nine Chinese native banks, three shipping companies, a company in Canton, one each in Singapore, Shanghai, and Bangkok, and two companies in Hong Kong.
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In brief, in the case of Yuanfa hang, women were a crucial hub connecting her husband' s family with her own paternal kin. Maternal kin provided services for the company and financial assistance, like the case of Chen Chunquan and his son Dianchen, when the paternal kin failed to assist during a crisis.
Shantou as a city provided job opportunities for women, facilitated the emergence of female petty entrepreneurs, absorbed excess capital in the village, and allowed women of the affluent class to serve as the networking hub in the business arena. However, in the business sector, women did not have any significant managerial and decisive roles in any registered company.
Conclusion
In 1988, about 140 years since its establishment and twelve years after its registration as limited liability company, Kin Tye Lung revised its company regulation to accept females as shareholders. In 1992, fifteen female members inherited 62,132 shares (or 11% of the total shares) of the company. 69 This revision marks the end of a male-dominated, patriarchal institution and the beginning of one that disregarded gender differences. Southeast Asian women, however, were accepted into the business world earlier than their counterparts in China. William Skinner, in his 1957 book, noted that ". . . Thai women -not their menfolk -were the traders in the indigenous population; they had a certain amount of business know-how and could appreciate the advantages of an industrious Chinese husband . . ." 70 For him, the advantages of a Chinese having a Thai wife were that: (1) they could easily deal with Thai customers, (2) more readily obtain loans, (3) a wedding in Thailand was less expensive than a wedding in China. Therefore, in the nineteenth century, marriage with Thai women was the rule for Chinese immigrants when occupation and financial status permitted. 71 Wives and daughters of Chinese business tycoons played crucial roles in the family business. For instance, Thongpoon Wanglee, wife of Chen Shouming who was head of the Wanglee company, was the decision maker in the family business after Shouming was assassinated in 1945. 72 In Suehiro and Nanbara' s study of Chinese capitalists in Thailand, almost all major Chinese business families had at least one female member who held an important managerial role in the family business, or even founded their own companies.
73 From court cases in the early twentieth century Singapore, we also found women entrepreneurs. Some of these court cases could be found in Studies on women in China often focused on their subordinate status relative to men. In fact, as we saw in the cases of women in Kin Tye Lung, Yuanfa hang, and the less wealthy, they played a far greater role in their own destinies than commonly assumed. As pointed out by various scholars, given the particular environment in the inner court, the silk industry in rural Pearl River Delta or in time of social uncertainty, women could rise up as teachers, religious leaders, and many were actually economically independent.
75 This chapter, however, attempts to use the Chanshan region as an example to illustrate that in the traditionally male dominated lineage and business arenas, particular social environments such as the absence of menfolk, the emergence of a city, and the influx of capital not only did not create a gateway for women to step out of their domestic confines. They at times sanctioned such movement.
To step out, Chinese women need fundamental change of the social structure.
